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https://tinyurl.com/digscholbasics

Access this PDF presentation + a 
comprehensive guide of resources at



THINKING ABOUT YOUR RESEARCH, DIGITALLY

• What counts as DS?
• Why bother with digital scholarship?
• Core digital scholarship skills/approaches
• How to train @ Brandeis



Digital Scholarship
Digital Humanities / Digital Social Sciences / Digital History / Digital Archaeology / Digital 
Literature / Digital Anthropology / Digital Science Communication / etc. 

Digital Scholarship ≠ Using digital tools

Digital Scholarship = Examining the impact of certain 
digital tools/methods (or a lack thereof) on your 

research project



• Am I discovering anything new? 
• Is it hindering my learning/discovery? 
• Are the extra steps worth the effort?
• Am I removing or reinforcing disciplinary barriers?
• Can I improve public dissemination/engagement? 
• What are the limitations of digital technology? What 

precautions should I take? 

Why am I using this digital 
tool/method/dataset?



Digital Scholarship ≠ Using digital tools



THINKING ABOUT YOUR RESEARCH, DIGITALLY

• What counts as DS?
• Why bother with digital scholarship?
• Core digital scholarship skills/approaches
• How to train @ Brandeis



• Why am I using it? 
• Am I discovering anything new? Is it preventing me from 

understanding/learning? 
• Are the extra steps worth the effort?
• Am I removing or reinforcing disciplinary barriers?
• Can I improve public dissemination/engagement? 
• What are the limitations of digital technology? What 

precautions should I take? 

You’ll get to rethink + reframe your research
Yes, this is a good thing.



This is an entry-level 
web designer ad on 
LinkedIn (9/26/23)

You’ll communicate better with other disciplines



If you’re in a “non digital” discipline, you’ll stand out 

Since January 2021
120 full time, entry level faculty positions
287 part time faculty positions
were advertised for historians on Higher Ed Jobs

In 2020 887 people received 
PhDs in History

NSF, Survey of Earned Doctorates



DIGITAL SCHOLARSHIP  TOOLS + METHODS

data collection

analysis

visualization

writing

dissemination
outreach

data management



HISTORIOGRAPHY

Pulls from JSTOR

Pulls from Elsevier

Pulls from Twitter

What are people publishing about + 
how does it change over time?



https://constellate.org/

Software = Constellate

https://constellate.org/


TEXT ANALYSIS
What words do 

people use most?

Is the tone negative or 
positive?

Have your own text? You can analyze 
patterns + detect tone of language

How did Covid impact 
your experience?

Software = Orange



ChatGPT is a good option 
for in-class text analysis 
activities or testing your 

research questions

Software = ChatGPT
Text = selection from 

Winds of Winter (Martin) 



• Could I yield these results just by 
reading? Are they more precise?

• What tool(s) + settings did I use? 
How did they impact the results

• Are these results meaningful? 



Spreadsheets help you organize, 
detect, and show trends

Software = Google Forms

DATA VISUALIZATION

“Last year was the first time in the 85 year history of the Saint Mary Of Carmine 
Festa that no activities happened at Pellegrini Park, The statue was taken though her 
regular processional and to the joy of the neiborhood i must say, However no tritium 
(Three nights of rosary prayer at the chuch) no 11 PM mass at the chuch as the 
typical culmination, It was during this limited year due to Covid-19 that the true spirt 
shown strong and was very heart felt”



Organize texts into meaningful 
thematic categories

Software = Excel



Celebrate my 
connection to 

Newton/Nonantum 
89, 13%

Celebrate my 
Italian heritage 

58, 16%

Socialize with 
friends/family 75, 12%

Attend the carnival 56, 7%
Foster community 

33, 7%

Hear a band 34, 13%

Support the Saint Mary of 
Carmen Society 60, 6%

To express reverence for Saint 
Mary of Carmen and other 

religious figures 27, 8%

Walk in the Saint Mary of 
Carmen processional 35, 10%

View the Saint Mary of 
Carmen processional 44, 5%

Help raise money 24, 2% The Festa is part of my job (paid 
or unpaid) 11, 1%

Create visuals

Why do you 
attend the Festa? 

Software = Excel



SPATIAL 
ANALYSES

Find + display relationships 
between different locations.

Software = ArcGIS Online

Did Japanese detention camps in 1942 
spatially impact modern Japanese-

speaking households in CA?



Software = CityEngine
Source: ESRI

Software = ArcGIS Pro
Model 

structures + 
senses on the 

landscape

Source: ESRI

Measure 
feasible 

pathways

Software = ArcGIS Pro



DIGITAL DISSEMINATION

Software = 
StoryMaps

Software = 
Juncture



• Who am I trying to reach?

• What message do I want to 
spread?

• For teachers: what are the 
assignment goals? (beyond 
learning a “digital skill”)

• Is my audience or my 
information at risk online? 

Your goals should align 
with the digital platform

Software = 
TimelineJS

Platform = 
Instagram

Platform = 
JSTOR 
Daily



Wikipedia editing/writing projects about underrepresented groups in 
history

Social media projects 
can educate the public 
+ spread awareness.



https://brandeisdshub.wordpress.com
Natalie Susmann, PhD
nsusmann@brandeis.edu
Digital Scholarship Librarian
Lecturer, Classical and Early Mediterranean Studies

RESOURCES

Thurs/Fri this fall

mailto:nsusmann@brandeis.edu
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